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Get ready to explore Southwest Tennessee like you’ve 

never seen it before on the Walking Tall Trail, a part of 

the Discover Tennessee Trails & Byways. On the surface, 

the Walking Tall Trail is a collection of charming small 

towns, mom-and-pop eateries, courthouse squares and 

barbecue gems. Dig a little deeper, and you’ll uncover 

the fascinating stories, people, and places that have 

shaped American history and culture.
®

For more information, visit TnTrailsAndByways.com.

Order your FREE
Tennessee VacaTion Guide  
at tnvacation.com,  
or call 1-800-GO2-TENN.

Shiloh National Military Park

The Buford Pusser Home & Museum

For more information about 
Southwest Tennessee,  

visit tast.tn.org.

Casey Jones Railroad Museum

Wh y

to Henderson and Chester County, Tennessee! We are nestled just ten miles 
south of Jackson between Memphis and Nashville. We are proud of our 

heritage, beautiful natural surroundings and our college town roots.  

Chester County has history rich in education. Downtown Henderson is 
home to Freed-Hardeman University (a private, four-year, liberal arts 

university) and our highly rated public schools. In fact, one can go from 
kindergarten to Master’s Degree right on Main Street!  

We are proud of our educational opportunities, but we also have so 
much more to offer! Downtown Henderson is host to the Henderson Arts 

Commission’s Arts in the Alley where live music, arts and crafts, food and 
fun are not to be missed on the third Thursday of each month from March 

through September. Chester County is home to Chickasaw State Park, 
voted best state park in West Tennessee, where you can hike, swim,

paddleboat, canoe, horseback ride and camp. The park also has a wrangler 
camp ground where you can camp with your horse. There are also plenty of 
organized sports leagues in the county including Dixie Youth baseball and 
softball and AYSO soccer.

The Henderson/Chester County Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to 
supporting businesses and shaping a better community. Each fall our largest 
event, the Chester County BBQ Festival, fills the Courthouse lawn and 
Main Street for a three-day celebration. We host more than 12,000 guests 
that weekend, so we have plenty of opportunities to share our Southern 
hospitality. 

We are proud to welcome you to our home! Stay a while, and come back 
often. It won’t take long for you to find out why this is a great place to live, 
work and play! 

Welcome…

Emily Shelton
Executive Director

Trent Scott
Board President
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2011

Chester County BBQ Festival

September 29 – October 1

Chickasaw Craft Fair – October 8-9

Henderson Christmas Parade – December 1

Lighting of Chickasaw State Park – December 9-11

 

Freed-Hardeman University’s Annual Benefit Dinner

December 2

Chester County Tour of Homes to benefit Carl Perkins 

Center – December

2012

Annual Lions Club Implement Sale – January 28

Freed- Hardeman University’s Annual

Bible Lectureship

February 5-10

2012
Annual Chamber of Commerce Membership

and Awards Banquet — February

Exchange Club/ Carl Perkins Center
Annual Dinner and Auction — March

FHU’s Makin Music – April 13-14

Egg Hunt at Chickasaw State Park – April

Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Golf Tournament – April

Chester County Quarterback Club 
Annual Golf Tournament – May

Relay for Life Events – May

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast – May

39th Annual Walking Horse Show – June

Chester County Barbeque Festival – October 4-6

 Live Here | Work Here | Play Here

Calendar of Events

Get ready to explore Southwest Tennessee like you’ve 

never seen it before on the Walking Tall Trail, a part of 

the Discover Tennessee Trails & Byways. On the surface, 

the Walking Tall Trail is a collection of charming small 

towns, mom-and-pop eateries, courthouse squares and 

barbecue gems. Dig a little deeper, and you’ll uncover 

the fascinating stories, people, and places that have 

shaped American history and culture.
®

For more information, visit TnTrailsAndByways.com.

Order your FREE
Tennessee VacaTion Guide  
at tnvacation.com,  
or call 1-800-GO2-TENN.
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Southwest Tennessee,  
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Scotty & Lesa Faulkner

560 US HWY 45N
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Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8AM til...  Saturday & Sunday by Appointment Only

www.caseyrealtors.com  |  caseyrealtors@bellsouth.net

Call one of our agents today and let
us give you the grand tour of Chester

County and the surrounding area. 

I N S U R A N C E731.989.5166

Glen Naylor
731.435.0106

Craig Casey
731.608.1098

Voted #2 Realtor
in Chester County

A History of Serving Families.

Kim Simpson
731.989.5166

Zach Hannis
731.608.6804

Linda Carter
731.608.0515

Voted #1 Realtor
in Chester County

 731 989-7373
Call-in orders and To Go Orders:

EL RANCHITO’S
RESTAURANT

227 N.  Church Street  |  Henderson,  TN 

Open 7 days a week
11 AM - 10 PM

Authentic Tex-Mex dining in a family atmosphere



Chester County’s newest industry emphasizes community 
with its slogan: “Our world, our company . . . let us work for 
our own and everyone’s prosperity.” With one of the world’s 
most advanced exhaust manufacturing facilities and body 
stamping processes, Arvin Sango Inc. (ASI) has a first priority 
of customer satisfaction. The company strives to ask, “How 
can we make this better?” every day.  Arvin Sango boasts 
a world of innovation at work that begins with the drive 
and determination of its members to safely build the most 
technologically advanced, highest quality, original equipment 
automotive assemblies.  

Arvin Sango is a main supplier to Toyota and also supplies to 
Nissan. The company decided to come to Chester County in 
2008, in conjunction with the opening of a new Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing facility in Blue Springs, Miss.  After visiting 
more than 20 cities, Arvin Sango chose Chester County for its 
next manufacturing location. 

Scott Hubbard, Vice President of ASI Operations said the 
initial look at Chester County was due to its location on 
Highway 45. The decision to locate in Chester County, 
however, came after many positive encounters with city 

officials and residents. “The city government and local 
chamber were by far the most helpful and friendly of 
everywhere we visited. They gave the impression that they 
would do anything to make us feel welcome here. They were 
really the hard sell for the city,” said Hubbard.  

With headquarters based in the small town of Madison, Ind., 
Arvin Sango gravitates toward rural areas, where residents 
tend to have strong work ethics. “We think the work ethics 
here and in Madison are very good. People like to come to 
work and put in a fair day’s work,” Hubbard explained.

Hubbard described more about the process that led to 
locating in Chester County. He said, “We looked at Jackson; 
it’s a great city but Henderson had a more community feel, 
and everything you need is here or just 20 minutes away. 
Henderson has a good feel. You’ve got the college, so there’s a 
little more going on than just a small town, and all the people 
are extremely nice and helpful.” According to Hubbard, 
“Former Mayor Eddy Patterson even told us if he needed to 
bulldoze this hill himself in order for us to come here, then he 
would. Everything about Chester County has been a pleasant 
experience.” 



Site construction was begun in mid-September 2010. Actual 
building construction took place from November through early 
summer. “At the beginning of May we began moving equipment 
into the building and doing trials and actual production of parts. 
Shipping to Toyota-Mississippi began in fall of this year,” said 
Hubbard.

Arvin Sango conducted a broad, extensive search for the plant 
manager but all other positions were advertised for and hired in 
the surrounding area. “We advertised locally and plenty of good 
applicants replied. We’ve been really pleased with the quality of 
people we’ve been able to hire.”

Arvin Sango plans to grow the facility in Chester County as 
Toyota-Mississippi grows. Hubbard said, “We are investigating 
opportunities to expand in a three- to five-year period. There’s 
nothing set in stone yet but there is a good possibility that we will 
continue to expand the plant here,” said Hubbard. “The initial 
number of jobs in the facility is 20 but our goal in three years is to 
be in the 50 or 60 range. Most of the jobs are local and regional. We 
always hope for mostly local applications but we don’t discriminate 
against anyone. After all, if they come from afar, they can move 
here.” While Arvin Sango originally was looking for a location to 

which employees would be happy to relocate, they 
have been able to hire many people from within 
the region.

Hubbard has high hopes for the plant’s new 
location as well as for for Arvin 
Sango’s employees living here. “In 
Chester County, the people we 
talked to were nothing but great 
to work with so that gives us 
a feel for what the community 
is going to be like overall. We 
thought it was a community 
where our employees would 
like to live.” 

“Henderson has a good feel. You’ve got 
the college, so there’s a little more going 

on than just a small town, and all the 
people are extremely nice and helpful.”
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Discover Chester County

The leading supplier of fabricated wire products for the heating, 
ventilating and air conditioning industry, Premier Manufacturing 
Corporation has called Henderson its home for the last 16 years. 
Initially built in 1995 to serve the needs of a carrier plant in 
Collierville, Tenn., the 150,000-square-foot state-of-the-art plant 
produces wire protective fan guards and inlet drills for central air 
conditioning units. Premier Manufacturing encompasses strong 
operating philosophies, including being the low-cost producer 
in the markets they serve and always operating with integrity. 
Quality is viewed as a never-ending process and journey at 
Premier Manufacturing.  

In the Henderson location, products that are produced include 
fan guards, coil guards and grilles, motor mounts and wire forms.  
They also have the capabilities and manufacturing experience 
to fabricate an assortment of other products to fit special heavy 

machinery. The processes involved in the manufacture of the 
products such as straightening, cutting, stamping, resistant 
welding and polyester coating are all controlled by complete in-
house capabilities. 

For Plant Manager Danny Tacker, the past decade here in 
Henderson has been a welcomed change for him and his wife.   
Their favorite thing about Chester County is the people who live 
here. “My wife and I have been here 11 years, and it’s a warm, 
welcoming, friendly community,” said Tacker. He enjoys the 
close-knit neighborhood life and the fact that everybody works 
together on projects for the betterment of the community. “It’s 
just a nice environment.”

The small, hometown feel of Henderson and Chester County is 
something Danny Tacker really loves. He pointed out that the 
small size is great and the proximity to Jackson and larger areas 
like Memphis is a big convenience.  What makes Chester County 
unique to the Tackers is the way the people of the town look out 
for each other.  “The main thing is the people of this 

community are very caring 
and look to take care 

of their own. When 
there are problems 

or disasters, 
everybody pulls 

together,” said 
Tacker. 

Not only 
is Chester 
County 
doing good 
things for 
the plant 
and its 

employees, 
but also the 

plant has done 

ManufacturingPremier



and will continue to do good things for the residents of 
Chester County. In its first year, there were almost 70 
jobs added. Since the recession, Premier Manufacturing 
has been able to call back more than 100 people to 
work at the Henderson plant. They have expanded their 
production area and have converted storage to more 
areas for production. With the national unemployment 
rates that exist, it is especially important that Premier 
has been able to provide so many with jobs.

When Premier Manufacturing corporate office realized 
they would have to shut down a plant, staff members 
looked at the performance and profitability of each 
plant to make the difficult decision. It is a testimony 
to the quality of work in Henderson that it was chosen 
to remain open. The Premier Manufacturing plant in 
Cleveland, Ohio is currently in the process of closing 
down and that work will be moved to Tennessee and a 
few plants in Mexico. 

Besides the small-town feel, another appealing attribute 
to the Tackers and the plant’s employees is the quality 
of life that Chester County provides. “It is a safe 
community with a great education system. We really 
fell in love with it when we got here. We came from 
middle Tennessee, and we are going to stay here until I 
retire. I really don’t believe you could pull us out here 
now,” said Tacker. 

Premier Manufacturing is located off Highway 45 at 
867 Premier Way in Henderson. With an educated and 
experienced staff, Premier Manufacturing provides 
customers with the highest quality product and care just 
like their motto promises: “Quality down to the wire.”

...Quality down to the wire.



The fifth of 16 self-guided 
driving trails in the Discover 
Tennessee Trails & Byways 
program, the Walking 
Tall Trail features 196 
tourism sites in Chester, 

Fayette, Hardeman, Hardin, 
Henderson, Madison, McNairy and Shelby Counties. 

The following points-of-interest represent the trail in Chester 
County. For information, visit http://tntrailsandbyways.com.
 
BELL’S DRIVE-IN: 
204 South Church in Henderson
Bell’s has been serving “the best burgers this side of heaven” for 
more than half a century, operating in Henderson since 1954. For 
seven consecutive years, readers of The Tennessee Magazine have 
recognized Bell’s for having the best hamburgers in the region. 
Since Bell’s is one of the favorite local lunch locations, you’ll be 
in good company when you enjoy a milkshake, hamburger and the 
warm, friendly atmosphere.

BESSO’S: 
Off Highway 45 & White Ave. in Henderson
www.facebook.com/bessos.gelato
After five years of serving as a coffee/gelato venue for meeting 
friends, working or relaxing, Besso’s has transformed to a full-
service Italian restaurant in Chesterfield Plaza. While its dozens 
of gelato (Italian ice cream) flavors and specialty drinks remain, 
Besso’s menu now includes a variety of authentic Italian cuisine, 
including wood-fired pizza — baked in a brick oven as guests 
watch. Owned by Dr. Carey Frix and Dr. Nicole Jennings, Besso’s 
combines artisanship with the best ingredients.

CHICKASAW STATE PARK: 
State Route 100 in Chester County
With more than 14,000 acres of timberland situated on some of 
the highest terrain in West Tennessee, Chickasaw State Park is a 
popular recreation destination. Located 18 miles south of Jackson 
on State Highway 100, the park includes areas for biking, hiking, 
boating, camping, fishing, horseback riding and swimming. This 

state park also includes a restaurant that offers Southern cuisine and 
13 fully equipped vacation cabins for rent. 

CHICKASAW CHALET: 
115 Chalet Lane off State Route 100 in Chester County
www.chickasawchalet.com and www.chickasawchalet.mobi
Privately owned and operated in the rolling wooded hills of West 
Tennessee, Chickasaw Chalet offers central heat and air, two queen-
sized bedrooms, a fully equipped kitchen, washer, dryer, satellite 
TV, electric fireplace and a private heated outdoor spa. Guests can 
enjoy a game of golf at nearby Chickasaw Golf Course, explore the 
Chickasaw State Park, relax in an outdoor spa or just sit on the deck 
of their cabin and take in what nature has to offer. Reservations are 
required.

HILTON’S JACKS CREEK BBQ: 
State Route 100 and Route 22A in Jacks Creek
Conveniently located at the crossroads of State Highway 100 
and Route 22A in Jacks Creek is the world famous Jacks Creek 
BBQ. Just seven miles east of Henderson, this area has been home 
to great West Tennessee barbeque for more than a century.  This 
unpretentious spot has been featured in Southern Living magazine 
and has served traditional Chester County barbeque as long as 
locals can remember.

SILER’S OLD TIME BBQ: 
6060 State Route 100 E in Henderson
True to its name, Siler’s Old Time BBQ cooks whole-hog pit 
barbeque the old-fashioned way. Local legend is that barbeque has 
been cooked at this location for more than 150 years. Siler’s uses 
sorghum molasses in place of corn syrup. Siler’s is one of the few 
who persistently insist on whole hog barbeque. Open Wednesday 
through Saturday, the restaurant is “open while the hog is on and 
closed when the hog is gone.”

HENDERSON CEMETERY: 
Church Street in Henderson
Many names that are important in City of Henderson history are 
represented in this cemetery. Dr. J.D. Smith, Sr., who is credited 
with developing the city of Henderson in 1871, is one of them. The 
Henderson Cemetary is the final resting place for many veterans. 
N.B. Hardeman, for whom Freed-Hardeman is named, and Hubert 
T. McGee, who was the architect of the Pink Palace in Memphis, 
Tenn., are buried there, also.

HISTORIC FRONT STREET: 
Downtown Henderson
Alive and well with shops like LaVon’s 
Timeless Treasures, Happy Kids 
Consignment Shop and Robertson’s 
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Trading Post, it’s hard for visitors to miss historic Front Street on their 
way through Henderson. Originally a railroad stop in the 1850s, this small 
town operated a major recruitment center in the current Front Street area 
during the Civil War. It was the site of a Mobile & Ohio Railroad station 
and also home to Henderson’s first business in the 1800s. 

FREED-HARDEMAN UNIVERSITY/
ROLAND HISTORICAL ROOM: 
158 East Main St. in Henderson 
www.fhu.edu
Freed-Hardeman University is a private liberal arts university, 
associated with the Churches of Christ since 1923. Home to more 
than 2,000 students from 31 states and 21 foreign countries today, 
it was a strong producer of teachers, preachers, businessmen and 
others during the Reconstruction Era. “Teaching how to live and 
make a living” is the motto of FHU, named for A.G. Freed and 
N.B. Hardeman in  1919. The Roland Historical Room of Freed-
Hardeman University contains nearly 30,000 objects and 500 
feet of documents covering 140 years of history. It is located in 
the Old Main building and is open Monday through Friday or by 
appointment. 

THE HAMLETT-SMITH HOUSE: 
Private Residence in Luray
This Greek-style home built in 1867 by Joel F. and Forina Hamlett 
from material found on their cotton plantation is located on Smith 
Road. Owned from 1908 to 1990 by Martha Eliza Smith, the 
Hamlett-Smith house has seen a great variety of visitors, including 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor.

STILLWATERS FARM: 
375 Oak Grove Lane in Henderson
www.stillwaters-tn.com
Rich and Valeria Pitoni operate this friendly farm located off of Old 
Jacks Creed Road. Home to a number of farm animals including 
goats, turkeys, dogs, horses, sheep and a very social donkey, 
Stillwaters Farm is a great place to rest, relax and be restored. You 
can also check out Valeria’s homemade natural soaps, soy candles, 
artwork and photography. Stillwaters is happy to welcome visitors 
and even offers a special experience of spending a night or two in 
the cottage located on the grounds. 

“SERVING WEST TENNESSEE FOR 10 YEARS”

731-983-0509  |  FAX 731-983-0553
ALSURVEYING@BELLSOUTH.NET

Advanced
Land Surveying

883 U.S. Highway 45 North
Henderson, Tennessee 38340

Member FDIC

989-0204  |  1007 US Highway 45 North



“Just take a drive around our community any day of the week, and the 
enticing smell of open pit barbeque will help you understand why Chester 
County is the self-proclaimed “barbeque capital of the world.” 

TO THE COUNTY’S LARGEST FAMILY PICNIC

Welcome 
BY EMILY SHELTON

CHECK IT OUT!
GO HERE!

Visit www.chestercountychamber.com
See you September 29 – October 1 on the courthouse 
lawn. Join the conversation on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/HendersonChesterChamber.

Whole hog barbeques have been a Chester County tradition from 
the 1800s to now. Local residents created an event to honor this 
heritage and culture when they hosted an inaugural fundraiser on 
Thursday, June 22, 1978. This was the beginning of the Chester 
County Barebeque Festival.
  
The first fun-filled festival Saturday was kicked off with the Old 
Timers’ Parade with old wagons, antique cars and horses, while 
downtown merchants took their goods to the sidewalks for an 
all-day sidewalk sale. Saturday night featured an old-fashioned 
street dance on the parking lot directly behind the courthouse. 
There were activities for the younger generation including a 
hog-calling contest, greased pig contest, relays and games at the 
Chester County Fairgrounds. Another interesting feature of the 
first Barbeque Festival was a tour guided by John Pusser (brother 
of Sheriff Buford Pusser) of the locations included in the filming 
of the 1972 movie Walking Tall. 

Today the Chester County Barbeque Festival welcomes more 
than 10,000 visitors each year on the first weekend in October.  
With main activities still centered around the historic courthouse 
and Main Street, guests can enjoy entertainment as they set up 

their lawn chairs in the shadow of the beautiful Chester County 
Courthouse. 

This festival is made possible because of the hundreds of 
volunteers who work together for three days to be a part of 
Chester County’s largest event. There is no admission fee to the 
festival because local businesses and supporters make the event 
possible through partnerships. 

For visitors from outside the region, university students and 
other guests, the festival is about barbeque, fried treats and 
entertainment. To many local residents, it represents memories, 
tradition and the strong spirit of community that Chester County 
has. Planners invite you to share famous barbeque and the 
community spirit that surrounds the entire event. We’ll see you 
this fall on the 
Chester County 
Courthouse lawn!

Chickasaw Chalet



Chickasaw Chalet 90  90

Tony & Julie Altman, Owners • 731.983.6000 • www.chickasawchalet.com

Surrounded by the rolling wooded hills of Chickasaw 
State Forest in West Tennessee, Chickasaw Chalet 
is privately owned and offers a quiet, peaceful respite 
when you want to get away and still have it all. You can 
fill a day or a week at local attractions and historical 
sites, including Shiloh National Military Park and 
other Civil War sites, Chickasaw State Park, Pinson 
Mounds Archeological Park, and Casey Jones Village 

and Railroad Museum, and explore the historic cities 
of Jackson, Memphis and Nashville. Just want to relax? 
Our cabins have central heat and air, two queen-sized 
bedrooms, a fully equipped kitchen, washer, dryer, 
satellite TV, electric fireplace and a private heated 
outdoor spa. We’re open year-round, so you can enjoy 
every season. For rates and reservations call 731-983-
6000 or visit www.chickasawchalet.com.

when you want to get away...
     and still have it all.



WWW.HENDERSONTN.ORG  |   BOBBY K ING MAYOR

WEʼRE MORE THAN
            Just  BARBECUE.

Sure, we’re the small town that is known for our barbecue,
our great quality of life and our top-rated education.

But we're more than just barbecue and small-town charm. Spend 
some time with us. See why what's happening in Henderson is 

impacting our world — from education to healthcare to business. 

And while you're here, go ahead . . . grab a sandwich.



 Who would have foreseen the unfulfilled need for 
a softball and baseball training facility in Chester 

County? Tom Batchellor, also known as “Old Man,” did. 
Batchellor not only saw this need but also quickly 

satisfied the market in 
Henderson and the 
surrounding area with 
his training facility, 
Simply Fastpitch.   

Simply Fastpitch offers 
top quality instruction to players at all 
levels, as well as facility rentals for team 

practices, parties and more. 

 Since his move from Florida just a 
little over a year ago, Batchellor has 
quickly set the standard for softball 
training around the county. Starting 
with just a few pitching alleys, he 

currently is working to fulfill not 
only softball needs but also 

recreational needs in general 
for Chester County.  

“They just don’t have 
any other places 
to go. Other teams 

have to share the high 
school gymnasium.  

There is a need for 
recreation that we hope to fill,” said Batchellor.   

Initially, Batchellor and his wife came to Chester County 
because his daughter and her husband had already built a house 
here. Batchellor had a background in construction; he came up 
to help them and fell in love. “I am so happy here it is unreal. 
I love to work with kids. Initially we were going to be smaller 
and live closer to south Jackson but one thing led to another 
and here we are. I love it here and that’s all I can tell you,” said 
Batchellor.

Batchellor and his partner started work at Simply Fastpitch in 
June 2010, opening in July while construction was still going on. 
By November, they were already expanding. They’d like to soon 
be able to expand even further out of their building and triple the 
size of their field. That would allow them to host more than one 
large team at a time, in addition to members, lessons and batting 
cage users.

Batchellor says the best part about living in Chester County is 
by far the people. “I lived in Florida for 47 years. After just a 
few months here, when I go into a store I see more people that 

I know; people here really stop and talk to you. I’ve only been 
here a little over a year and I have some great friendships. It 
blows me away,” said Batchellor.

At Simply Fastpitch, players are trained to hit, field and 
pitch. Batchellor stresses the importance of fundamentals. He 
explained, “Many of coaches and teams don’t have time to field 
250 balls each practice with each player, so that’s a need that we 
are trying to fill.”

Batchellor is a strong believer in goals and numbers for the 
players  — numbers like how fast they can pitch, how fast they 
can bat and even how many revolutions the ball makes. “The 
number is for you so you can set a goal, not for competition. 
I’m trying to encourage them and give them feedback from the 
physical to the brain,” said Batchellor.

A goal of his own is to soon start hosting coaching clinics. 
“They are the most important of all. The reality is that money 
is better spent on doing intensive training with the coaches 
because they will retain it and pass it on to players for years to 
come,” said Batchellor. “I had a guy come in last Saturday who 
has volunteered to coach for his daughter’s team because they 
didn’t have one. He is coming back to learn how to teach them. 
That’s what we want to do. I would love to someday be able to 
ride around and see much good coming from this work and these 
practices.”
 
With 20 years of experience 
under his belt, plans of 
expansion and growing 
friendships, Tom Batchellor, 
his family and Simply 
Fastpitch have found their 
place in Chester County. 
“More than anything else, 
I’m retiring and going to 
heaven,” said Batchellor. 
Simply Fastpitch is 
located at 219 Appel 
Street in Henderson. More 
information is available 
at (731) 225-0026 or on 

Facebook.

 FastpitchSimply



STILLWATERS  FARM

 

Providing a break from the busy city life 
or a place to rest, relax and be restored, Stillwaters Farm and 
Cottage is owned by Valeria Barton Pitoni and her husband, 
Rich. This farm offers a unique weekend getaway or an 
afternoon visit to spend some time away from technological 
distractions. 

Pitoni and the farm came to Henderson five years ago from the 
small town of Titusville, Fla. about 45 minutes east of Orlando 
on the coast. They came with no friends, no family and without 
knowing anything about the land or layout here. She explained, 
“We felt like we were picked up from east central Florida and 

planted here. Everything just happened so fast!” As if one drive 
of 24 hours from Florida to Tennessee was not enough, she, her 
husband and other members of her family made the trek ten 
times in order to get the complete farm to Henderson.  

Pitoni is quick to point out that she believes the benefits of living 
in Chester County far outweigh the costs of moving the farm. 
“We think Chester County’s small-town charm and its unspoiled 
vistas make it so unique. Development and commercialism have 
yet to spoil it,” she said. 

The Pitonis also love to hear stories from their friend and local 
attorney, John Talbott. “He’s an exceptionally talented storyteller 
on par with Garrison Keillor! Our favorite Chester County 
stories are just about anything told by him.”  

The small-town atmosphere with the convenience of a 
Jackson-sized city right down the road is another advantage 
for Stillwaters Farm’s location. “With Jackson close by and 
Memphis within two hours, you are still at a convenient enough 
distance to have everything you need but you don’t have to 
deal with all the negatives of that type of life such as the urban 
sprawl, crime, congestion and pollution,” Pitoni added.



STILLWATERS  FARM

Agritourism is a major focus of Stillwaters Farm. Not to be 
confused with agritainment which is more like corn mazes 
and harvest festivals with lots of crowds, agritourism is about 
education about agriculture. “What we try to do here is to 
keep things at a very minimum. We try to keep a very peaceful 
atmosphere.  We educate visitors about agriculture, farm 
animals, farm life and try to give them a place to rest, relax 
and be restored,” she said. Pitoni’s husband operates his own 
business from home, Florida Hand Piece Repair/Tennessee Hand 
Piece, and it supports all of the endeavors at the farm. Pitoni 
stated, “It’s a place that fosters a simple life, lived simply.” 

Another unique factor about Chester County that Pitoni has 
noted is the amount of agriculture found here. “Chester County 
is one of the few places that I have personally seen that is 
extremely agriculturally based and centered. Most other places, 
agriculture is an afterthought or passing way of life. Here in 
Chester County it seems to be alive and well,” she said. “It’s 
much like old Florida — it’s personal and comfortable.” She 
also expresses the great advantages in the quality of life here 
in Chester County such as the lower cost of living, less crime, 
elbowroom, four seasons and of course, all the nice, sweet and 
helpful people who live here. 

Once a year, Stillwaters Farm hosts an open house. It is 
generally in the late fall to early winter and provides a 
time for the community to come out and check out the 
farm. There are local vendors that come and set up inside 
the cottage. It’s a perfect time for Christmas 
shopping as well. 

Pitoni sells her own homemade 
soaps and soy candles, 
as well as some of 
her personal art 
and photography 
of farm life. Those 

items were selected to promote agriculature in Chester County. 
“We chose soy candles because there are a lot of soy farmers 
here. We use a lot of cotton products because there are plenty 
of cotton farmers here, as well. Through the products that we 
make, the photographs I take and the art I create, we try to 
emphasize that agriculture plays a very important role in all of 
our lives, whether we realize it or not,” she explained.

Stillwaters Farm is located at 375 Oak Grove Lane in 
Henderson. Guests can make an appointment to spend some 
time on the farm and can even make a reservation to spend a 
few nights at the cottage on the farm. The cottage boasts no 
wireless access and a home-away-from-home atmosphere, so 
visitors have a chance to disconnect, rest, relax and be restored. 
More information is available by searching Stillwaters Farm on 
Facebook or on their website at www.stillwaters-tn.com. 

“It’s a place that fosters a simple life, lived simply.”



Recognizing, Educating, Enriching and Entertaining through the Arts
in Henderson, Chester County and the Surrounding Area

In 2010, several area residents came together to reinstitute 
the Henderson Arts Commission. The HAC’s mission is to 
recognize, educate, enrich and entertain through the arts in 
Henderson,  Chester County and the surrounding areas.  

One activity that supports this mission is Arts in the Alley, held 
each third Thursday from March through September. While 
hundreds of guests stroll downtown, musicians and artists 
showcase their talents. People of all ages come together each 
month to visit neighbors, shop and listen to music. 

In 2011, the Henderson Arts Commission co-sponsored A Closer 

Walk with Patsy Cline with Freed-Hardeman University. This 
Springer Theatricals production brought the legendary singer 
to life for an appreciative audience from the region. The HAC 
hosted the inaugural Front Street Arts Festival in June 2011.

 As the Henderson Arts Commission plans future events, 
including a performance of The Night of January 16th at the 
Chester County Courthouse, members are in the process of 
seeking non-profit status.

Updates and information about how to be involved are available 
at www.facebook.com/HendersonArtsCommission.
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NICOLE M. JENNINGS, MD
Board Certified, Internal Medicine

CAREY W. FRIX, MD
Board Certified, Family Medicine

S M A L L - T O W N  C H A R M

B I G - C I T Y  C A R E

1 1 6  W E S T  M A I N  S T R E E T  -  D O W N T O W N  H E N D E R S O N  -  7 3 1 . 9 8 9 . 0 0 0 1

Our passion lies in bringing excellence and state-of-the-art medical 

care to the place we live. You’ll notice it the moment you walk 

into our renovated, historical downtown offi ces. Our team of 

experienced, board-certifi ed physicians and professional staff 

utilizes technology typically available only in larger cities:  high 

speed CT scanning, electronic medical records, 

diagnostic ultrasound, comprehensive laboratory 

services, and an open MRI (coming this spring).

We offer a full spectrum of primary care services — including 

comprehensive physicals, preventive medicine and experienced 

management of chronic medical conditions, such as diabetes. We 

offer medically supervised weight loss options and affordable 

spinal decompression treatment for those with acute or chronic 

back pain. With extended hours and same-

day appointments available, we are happy to  

welcome you to your new medical home.



CHECK IT OUT!
GO HERE!

Newborn to Women’s 4x

731-989-2700
629A East Main Street  I  Henderson, TN 38340

across from the middle school

Be Blessed Fashions

Fashion For Ladies
And Girls

Shackelford Funeral Directors
Casey Chapel

www.shackelfordfuneraldirectors.com
Office: 731-989-2421

A Future To Serve... A Heritage To Preserve

One of Henderson’s historic sites, Shackelford’s - 
Casey Chapel adds dignity and grace to its function. 

Built in 1909 by Professor A.G. Freed, 
co-founder of Freed-Hardeman University, 

the house mirrors the early grace
of this century. 

AMERICANA INN
A TIME TO REST IN YOUR NEST

AMERICANA INN

550 SANFORD STREET, HENDERSON, TN 38340

731-989-0111 
731-989-2551

AMERICANAINNHENDERSONTN@AOL.COM

1618 Highway 45 North  |  Henderson, TN 38340
1.888.226.2224 

731.989.2121

www.seatonford.com
SHOP ONLINE AT
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Frank Bell
407 West Main Street

Henderson, TN 38340-0243
731.989.5159

frank.bell.b10w@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Larry McKenzie
General Sessions Judge

Jerry King
Road Supervisor

Judy Cranford
Register of Deeds

Blair Weaver
Sheriff

Cherri Pipkin
Superintendent of Schools

Dwain Seaton
Mayor

Beverly Morton
Property Assessor

Keith Frye
Circuit Court Clerk

Cornelia Hall
Clerk & Master

Johnny Garner
County Court Clerk

Lance Beshires
County Trustee

Michelle White
Election Commission

Chester County Officials

W E  A R E  a  f u l l - s e r v i c e  m a r k e t i n g ,  

a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f i r m  

t h a t  h o l d s  l i s t e n i n g  a s  a  p r i o r i t y .  W e  

l e a r n  a b o u t  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ʼ s  a n d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ʼ s  w o r k ,  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  

v i s i o n ;  a f t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  

u n i q u e  p i c t u r e ,  w e  d e v e l o p  a  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p l a n .   

F A C E B O O K . C O M / B R A M B L E T T G R O U P  | 1 0 6  W E S T  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  S U I T E  C ,  H E N D E R S O N ,  T N  3 8 3 4 0  |  B R A M B L E T T G R P . C O M

 S t r a t e g i c  c o m p o n e n t s  i n c l u d e  b r a n d  

m a n a g e m e n t ,  I d e n t i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

g r a p h i c  d e s i g n ,  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  

v i d e o g r a p h y ,  w e b  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  s o c i a l  m e d i a  

m a n a g e m e n t ,  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  e v e n t  

p l a n n i n g .  W h o  a r e  w e ?

W e  a r e  B R A M B L E T T  G R O U P .



HENDERSON/ CHESTER COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 989-5222 
www.chestercountychamber.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Emergency  Dial 911
Chester County Sheriff’s Office 
 126 Crook Avenue 989-2787
Henderson Police Department 
 126 Crook Avenue 989-2201
Chester County Drug Task Force 
 305 Record Dr. 989-2993

FIRE DEPARTMENTS- RESCUE
Emergency  Dial 911
Chester County
 823-A East Main St.  983-5570
Henderson Fire Department Emergency 989-2359
 505 Sanford Ave. Business 989-5664  
Rescue Squad 
 Highway 100 East 989-3939
 
SCHOOLS
Freed-Hardeman University 
 158 East Main St. 989-6000
Chester County Schools 
 Superintendent of Schools
  970 East Main St.  989-5134
 High School Office
  552 East Main St. 989-8125
 Adult Basic Education 989-2404
 East Chester Elementary
  708 East Main St.  989-8145
 West Chester Elementary
  1243 W. Main St.   989-8150
 Jacks Creek Elementary 
  65 State Rte 22-A S - Jacks Creek 989-8155
 Chester County Middle School
  634 East Main St. 989-8110
 Alternative School
  186 Luray 989-8144
Family Resource Center 989-8143
Henderson-Chester Co. Tech. Center 989-8188
 1449 White Ave.
Chester Co. Adult Education 989-9407
 1449 White Ave.

CITY OFFICIALS 
Henderson City Hall 121 Crook Ave. 983-5000
Mayor’s Office 983-5000
Recorder’s Office 983-5000
www.hendersontn.org

CHESTER COUNTY OFFICIALS
Agricultural Agent 
 159 East Main St. 989-2103
Clerk and Master 
 126 Crook Avenue 989-7171
County Court Clerk 
 133 East Main St. 989-2233
County Mayor’s Office 
 159 East Main St. 989-5672
Elections Commission 
 133 East Main St. 989-4039
Health Department 
 301 Quinco Dr. 989-7108
Juvenile Office 133 
 East Main St. 989-7938
Property Assessor’s Office 
 159 East Main St. 989-4882
Register Of Deeds - Courthouse 989-4991
Veterans’ Service Office 
 126 Crook Ave.  989-0795
Emergency Management Agency 989-5674
www.chestercountytn.org

PUBLIC WORKS
Highway Department 
 1069 Main St.  989-2689
 Supervisor’s Office 989-7311
Garbage Collection Centers
 Cabo Springs
  305 Moss Loop  989-7244
 Cave Springs
  1340 Cave Springs Road 989-9326
 Chickasaw Center
  6345 State Route 100 989-0551
 Henderson Center
  315 Talley Store Road 989-9436
 Hilltop Center
  120 New Friendship Road 989-9990
Solid Waste Director
 315 Talley Store Road 989-9855

UTILITIES
Henderson Utility Dept 
 121 Crook Avenue 989-3503
AT&T  1-888-757-6500
STEMC www.stemc.com

Important Numbers
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Chester County Bank, “the bank that brought progress to Chester County”, is 
committed to progress and communication with the people we serve. We are proud to 
offer Telebank (731-983-0909), Online Banking, and Bill Paying to accommodate the 

banking needs of our community at (http://www.chestercountybank.com). CCB offers 
ATM services at the Main Branch and in Millers Big Star. We continually strive to 

serve and meet the needs of CCB customers for the new millennium.



F R E E D - H A R D E M A N  U N I V E R S I T Y
www.fhu.edu • 158 East Main Street, Henderson, TN • 1.800.FHU.FHU1

HOME. SCHOOL.

Chester County is home to one of the finest academic institutions in the southeast. For the last 
decade, U.S. News and World Report has repeatedly ranked Freed-Hardeman University as a top 
tier university. Our students go on to become doctors, engineers, businessmen and women, social 
workers and teachers. What really makes our university special is our focus. At FHU, we strive to 
make the world a better place by instilling in our students the importance of a Christian life, no 
matter the vocation. To find out more about our students, our mission and about our outstanding 
academic program, please visit www.fhu.edu.


